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GLC-SPIL INTERNATIONAL LAW JOURNAL (ILJ) 

EDITORIAL POLICY 

The GLC-SPIL International Law Journal (ILJ) is an esteemed annual publication from SPIL 

Mumbai, dedicated to fostering critical thought and dialogue in the field of international law. 

It is a double-blind, peer-reviewed open-access journal crafted to present cutting-edge research, 

insightful articles, and detailed analyses by prominent scholars, legal professionals, and 

students alike. Every edition showcases an array of compelling legal issues spanning public 

international law, transnational commercial law, human rights, environmental law, and more, 

aiming to illuminate diverse perspectives on global legal challenges.  

We strive to adhere to the following editorial policies. Only manuscripts of high quality that 

align with the aims and scope of GLC-SPIL ILJ will undergo the review process. 

During the submission process, you must sign the Statement of Originality and Copyright and 

thereby confirm that the work submitted is original, that you hold the rights to it, and that you 

have obtained and can provide all necessary permissions for reproducing any copyrighted 

material not owned by you. You must also confirm that the work is being submitted for its first 

publication in this Journal, is not under consideration elsewhere, and has not been published 

previously.  

Kindly note that submissions that fail to conform to these guidelines may be returned or 

rejected.  

1. ELIGIBILITY AND GENERAL SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Submissions are invited from undergraduate and postgraduate students, industry practitioners, 

academics and research scholars. Manuscripts must be written in English and adhere to a 
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maximum plagiarism threshold of 10% (excluding footnotes). Any submission that exceeds 

this limit will be disqualified. 

2. MANUSCRIPT CATEGORIES AND FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS 

Submissions fall into three categories with specified word limits (exclusive of 

footnotes/citations and abstract): 

• Articles: 6,000–10,000 words 

• Essays: 4,000–6,000 words 

• Case Notes/Legislative Commentaries: 1,500–3,000 words 

Each manuscript must include an abstract not exceeding 300 words, which does not count 

toward the overall word limit. The abstract should clearly outline the manuscript's topic. The 

abstract must also be accompanied by at least five (5) keywords related to the topic of the 

manuscript. Citations and footnotes must follow the Harvard Bluebook (20th edition) 

referencing style. Extensive footnotes or direct quotations should be avoided and paraphrasing 

with proper acknowledgment is encouraged. 

Formatting Details: 

• Main text: Times New Roman, font size 12, line spacing 1.5 

• Footnotes: Times New Roman, font size 10, line spacing 1.0 

• Margins: 1 inch (2.54 cm) on all sides 

3. AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

List all individuals who have made a substantive contribution to the article as authors. Principal 

authorship, order of authorship, and other publication credits should reflect the relative 

scientific or professional contributions of each individual, regardless of their status. A scholar 
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should be designated as the principal author of any multi-authored publication that significantly 

draws from their dissertation or thesis. 

Contributors who do not meet the authorship criteria should be included in an 

Acknowledgements section. Acknowledgements may include individuals who provided 

technical support or general assistance, such as a department chair. Submit any personal 

acknowledgements separately from the main text to ensure anonymity in the peer review 

process. 

Submissions may have a maximum of two authors. Each individual or team is allowed only 

one submission. Submitting both single and co-authored entries will lead to disqualification. 

Manuscripts must be original and no identifying information (e.g., names of authors, 

institutions, etc.) should be included within the manuscript. Violations will result in 

disqualification. 

Manuscripts must be accompanied by a separate document containing the following 

information: 

• Full Name (s) of Author (s) 

• Chosen Topic 

• Title of the Manuscript 

• Name and Address of College/Institute/University (if applicable) 

• Program Enrolled & Current Year of Study (if applicable) 

• Email Address & Contact Number of Author (s) 

• Full Postal Address of Author (s) 

• Brief Bio of the Author (s) 
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4. DOUBLE-BLIND PEER REVIEW PROCESS 

All submitted manuscripts will undergo a double-blind peer review. Manuscripts that do not 

pass this review will be disqualified from publication consideration. 

5. PERMISSIONS 

Kindly ensure that all necessary permissions have been obtained from copyright holders for 

the reproduction of any illustrations, tables, figures, or substantial quotations previously 

published. 

6. SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS 

Manuscripts should be emailed to ilj.spilmumbai@gmail.com  with the subject “ILJ Volume 

[suitable volume number according to the year of submission] Submission.” 

Manuscripts must be attached in either ‘.doc’ or ‘.docx’ format. The document must be renamed 

as per the chosen topic. 

7. MISCELLANEOUS 

For any cases not covered by this policy, the decision of GLC-SPIL ILJ will be final and 

binding. 
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